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Intralesional Bleomycin for Dermatological Indications
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Abstract: Bleomycin family belongs to a subfamily of glycopeptide antibiotics and is utilized primarily as an antineoplastic agent. At present, bleomycin is

the most clinically available and frequently used in bleomycin family antibiotics. Bleomycin’s main mechanism of action is DNA-strand scissoring.

Its dermatological indications are refractory plantar and periungual warts, keloid, hypertrophic scars, infantile hemangioma, non-melanoma

skin cancer, cutaneous metastases, keratoacanthoma and other indications. Local skin reactions after bleomycin injection include transient

symptoms of pain, erythema, edema, blackening, eschar formation and pigmentary changes. Sporadic reported adverse reactions after

intralesional administration include gangrene, onychodystrophy, Raynaud’s phenomenon, scleroderma and flagellate erythema.
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