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Application Value and Imaging Features
of Multi-slice Spiral CT in Atypical
Tuberculosis

LI Qian—qian, JIANG Jing, FAN Hai—yun. Department of Ultrasound, Qingdao
Municipal Hospital, Qingdao 266000, Shandong Province, China

[Abstract] Objective To explore the application value of multi—slice spiral computed
tomography (MSCT) in atypical tuberculosis and to analyze its imaging features. Methods
The clinical data of 78 patients with atypical tuberculosis were retrospectively analyzed.
The clinical symptoms, clinical signs and MSCT imaging features were analyzed among
78 patients. Results The clinical symptoms of 78 patients with atypical tuberculosis were
cough and expectoration, followed by fever, fatigue weakness and weight loss, chest
tightness or dyspnea, hemoptysis, chest pain and pleural effusion, and 19 patients (24.36%)
were without clinical symptoms. The clinical signs of 78 patients with atypical tuberculosis
were mainly diminished respiration, followed by lung wet rales, and 47 patients (60.26%)
were without lung signs. The MSCT imaging features of 78 patients with atypical
tuberculosis were mainly pneumonia consolidation type (38 cases, 48.72%), diffuse
interstitial type (16 cases, 20.51%), solitary nodule type (13 cases, 16.67%) and multiple
nodule type (11 cases, 14.10%). The MSCT findings of pneumonia consolidation type
showed mainly air bronchogram, blur boundary, tree—in—bud sign, cavitation and ground
glass opacity, and the MSCT findings of diffuse interstitial type showed mainly tree—
in—bud sign, focal nodules, interstitial changes, ground glass opacity and cavitation, and
MSCT findings of solitary nodule type showed mainly focal nodules, lymphadenopathy,
cavitation, strip lesions and calcifications, and MSCT findings of multiple nodule showed
mainly focal nodules, cavitation, strip lesions, tree—in—bud sign and lymphadenopathy.
Conclusion MSCT imaging findings of atypical tuberculosis are diverse, and the clinical
diagnosis should be completed by various features of laboratory tests.
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